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SMALL BUSINESS — FEES AND CHARGES 

202. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Is the Premier’s intent to undermine jobs and growth in the economy through 
higher taxes, cutting wages and destroying business and consumer confidence through the increase — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member, can we just have a question, please, not a statement. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: You’re making Kerry cry now.  

Ms L. METTAM: The member is making Kerry cry. 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Excuse me! I call you to order for the first time, Minister for Housing. Sorry, member for 
Vasse; go ahead. 

Ms L. METTAM: Is it the Premier’s intent to undermine the jobs and growth in the economy through higher 
taxes, cutting wages, increasing electricity charges and destroying consumer and business confidence — 

The SPEAKER: Member, ask the question please. 

Point of Order 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Mr Speaker, I refer you to standing order 77(1)(b). The supplementary question clearly 
contains argument, inference and imputation and is therefore — 

Ms L. METTAM: I will change it. 

The SPEAKER: It is a point of order, but I know that the member will ask just a question. It is a supplementary 
question; it is not a statement.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Ms L. METTAM: Given these electricity hikes, how can the Premier justify a position of supporting jobs and 
small businesses in the Vasse electorate? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I advise the member for Vasse to go back to Kerry and remind her that during the last three years of the last 
government, it put up land tax each year. It increased stamp duty on first home buyers. It increased the debt that 
future generations will have to pay off by billions upon billions of dollars. The member should also advise Kerry 
that at last we have a government in Western Australia that is devoted to creating confidence in our economy 
without the disruption and dysfunction that existed between both arms of the last government. We have to 
remember that under the last government, the mining industry was scared out of its wits by that government’s 
behaviour. The tourism industry was screaming for change and we had the highest unemployment rate in the 
nation under the last Liberal-National government. We had a confidence-sucking government that was not 
committed to creating jobs or creating confidence and it was financially incompetent. We are not happy about 
having to put in place these increases today, but this is because of the legacy we were left with—that is the 
reality. I think that people in Western Australia understand that governments have to fix the problems. We are 
committed to fixing the problems we inherited, including for the people of Vasse.  
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